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ommissioner John J. Haley Jr. 
announced a major construction project 
that is expected to ease a long-term 
traffic congestion problem that 285,000 
drivers face every day at the Routes 4 and 17 
interchange in heavily populated Bergen County. 
The reconstruction of the 66-year-old inter- 
change in Paramus is scheduled to begin in 
January 1999. 
“Tt’s like opening up and performing major 


surgery on the heart of Bergen County and we’re 
NJ DOT is re ady possible,” said Commissioner 
Haley. Thanks to a compression 
to tac ki e 4 &1 7 incentives for the contractor, 
Haley hopes to see the project 
“The state is offering a $3.5 million incentive 
to the contractor if the work is completed six 


committed to the least disruption 
of the construction schedule and 
completed by 2001. 
months ahead of the targeted date — September 


Interchange Reconstruction 


Commissioner John J. 
Haley Jr. introduces a 
special task force, 
construction schedules, 
enhanced transit and traffic 
operations. 


2000,” Haley said. 

Haley said he is confident that a newly 
appointed task force will help mitigate the traffic 
problems associated with major construction. 
Representatives from local police departments and 
Chambers of Commerce, shopping districts, plan- 
ning offices and legislative districts will work with 
the Department. 

The reconstruction includes two three-level 
flyover ramps to connect Routes 4 and 17; an 
auxiliary interchange to draw local traffic from the 
main interchange; a service road on westbound 
Route 4; and upgrade acceleration and decelera- 
tion ramps. 

The interchange will remain operational and 
access to adjacent properties will be maintained 
during construction. From Thanksgiving to New 
Year’s Day 1999, all travel lanes will remain open 
during the morning and evening rush hours. 

NJ TRANSIT bus service and other transit 


Continued on page 4 


NJDOTers show SETI) fora homeless Florida family 


NJDOT Exptoyec Donations 
to Florida DO} Worker 


ave se aiken 


Technical 
Assistant Ruby 
Vickers of 
Human 
Resources 
admires the 
donations. 


As a result of Commissioner John J. Haley Jr.’s 
appeal to help a needy Florida DOT family who were 
victims of the recent fires, Amtrak loaded six boxes of 
clothing, toys and $1,100 on the Silver Meteor in Newark 
bound for Deland, FL. The donations were courtesy of 
NJDOT employees and Local 195 of the International 
Federation of Professional and Technical Engineers. 

Commissioner Haley thanked everyone for the “out- 
pouring of donations” received for Dave Walker of the 
Florida DOT who lost his home and possessions in the 
recent fires. “New Jersey was one of only two state 
DOTs to send donations and it shows that NJDOT is an 
agency that cares,” he said. 

Customer Advocacy’s Stacy Brugno and Peggy 
Lennon coordinated the collection for Walker, his wife 
Michelle and two sons, six-year old David and two-year- 
old Zachary. 
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U.S. Commerce Dept. applauds geodetic survey observations 


Assistant Commissioner Russ Tong 
recently received an outstanding account 
of Geodetic Survey employees Tech 1 Ed 
Berchtold, Principal Engineer Frederick 
Czepiga, Tech 4 Frederick Kraft, Sr. 
Engineer Ronald Kuzma, Tech 3 Charles 
Lesko and Tech 1 Jim Schilling for their 
performances during the 1996-97 Global 
Position Survey (GPS) observations. 

“The Nation owes New Jersey a debt 
of gratitude . . . Results for tiny New 
Jersey are expected to resolve important 
issues about global GPS satellite orbit 
calculations, the accuracy of the North 
American geoid or gravity model and 


Frederick Czepiga (standing) and Charles 
Lesko (kneeling) of Geodetic Survey set up a 
geodetic survey control disk and one of five 
satellite data collection units. 


about world reference frame relationships, 
thereby changing the future of precision 
GPS surveying activities in the United 
States,” wrote State Advisor Michael W. 
Cline of the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration’s National 
Ocean Service. ° 

Berchtold calibrated sensitive survey- 
ing and weather measurement equipment; 
Czepiga flawlessly managed numerous 
individual data files for quality control; 
Kuzma coordinated the effort with 
Delaware, New York and Pennsylvania; 
and Kraft, Lesko and Schilling participat- 
ed in field observation sessions. 


Maintenance employees move traffic during Turnpike bridge emergency 


Bureau of Maintenance Engineering employees came to the 
rescue ven holes opened up in the shoulder and right lane of 
the Deiaware River Bridge that links the New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania Turnpikes during rush hour on the morning of 
June 9. NJ Turnpike’s Executive Director Edward Gross 
expressed his appreciation. “A major event was handled quite 


successfully as a result of your dedication to the public’s needs,” 


he wrote. 


At the direction of Commissioner John J. Haley Jr., Bureau 


of Maintenance Engineering’s John Pezik and his staff repaired 
the bridge that thousands of motorists travel during rush hour. 

Central Region Director of Operations Jim Pittman met 
Pezik at the site and coordinated the repair operation with the NJ 
Turnpike to expedite the bridge opening. NJDOT, the NJ State 
Police and NJ Turnpike employees diverted traffic to other inter- 
changes. 

As a result of this teamwork, the bridge was reopened in 
record time. 


‘E’ stands for extraordinary volunteer Earl 


Middlesex NJ County Fair board members and chairmen 
recently named DOT’s Landscape Architect David Earl Sr. 
Middlesex County Volunteer of the Year for his dedication to 
the 4-H Club and Junior Council. The 4-H offers instruction in 
modern agricultural methods. 

Using his vacation time, Earl championed a miniature golf 


course for children and organized the Vectors Rocketry/ 
Aerospace Club and the Castoffs Fishing Club. 

These activities cut Earl’s time for his fishing, boating and 
computer hobbies, but he finds gratification in volunteerism. 
“Tt’s nice to know that you can make a difference in some per- 
son’s life,” he said. “Plus it’s a lot of fun!” 


NJDOTers praised for road assistance efforts 


Highway Maintenance Crew Supervisor Jimmie Hodge of 
Central Region received kudos from William Araneo of Jackson 
whose van had a rear tire blowout on Route 18. As the van 
perched precariously on the median, Hodge stopped and helped 
right the van, then changed the tire. “Without him I don’t know 
what I would have done . . . His help restores my faith in the 


Wanted: NJDOTers with solutions 


You’ ve heard the old saying: we don’t do problems, only solutions. NJDOT is 
looking for problems to solve. Through the New Jersey Quality Initiative, represen- 
tatives from academia, NJDOT, the Federal Highway Administration, the construc- 
tion industry, NJ Turnpike, Port Authority of New York and New Jersey and the NJ 
Highway Authority have formed a team to solve construction problems. 

When the committee receives a problem statement, they will review the 


options for a solution and refer it to an expert group to implement quality improve- 
ments. For example, if the problem involved the cost and design of landscape 
around guiderails and signs, the team would review the problem and recommend a 
new design of landscape items on construction projects to minimize maintenance 
costs, and plant low maintenance shrubs that would not obstruct visibility. 

If you see a problem that needs fixing, call Bucky Misner at (609) 530-5514 or 
FAX the details to him at (609) 530-3790. 


good of people,” said Araneo. 

When P. Thomas of Pennsauken had problems on the road- 
way he was thankful for the Emergency Service Patrol (ESP) 
South. “This service 
is the best service the 
state is providing.” 
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Haley moves to reach NJ FIRST goals 


Commissioner John J. Haley Jr. 
recently announced a reorganization to 
strengthen the capital planning process, 
increase financial accountability, 
improve customer services and 
emphasize human resources. 

aa Assistant 
Commissioner 
Pippa Woods’ 
responsibilities 
now include 
Transportation 
Systems 


overseeing support services and human 
resources to support employee needs 
and strengthen training. 

Haley appointed Steven Hanson 
(formerly the Director of Budget 
Management and Support) as the 
Department’s first Chief Financial 
Officer, to increase financial control 
and accountability. The directors of 
Accounting and Auditing, 
Procurement, Transportation Data 
Technology and Budget and 
Management Support will report to 


Births 

NJDOT Project Manager Jeff Spicka 
and his wife Patricia Pongracz welcomed 
their son Gregory Douglas on his July 30 
USA arrival at New York’s John F. 


—— Kennedy Airport. Born in Korea on 


March 19, Gregory is adjusting very well 
to the Morris Plains lifestyle. 


Obituaries 

Douglas A. Grossman died April 27. 
Retired from Survey Central-Freehold, 
Grossman is survived by his wife 
Florence. 

Retired NJDOT electrician Peter P. 
Karaffa of Naples, FL died May 27 at the 
Pocono Medical Center. The World War 
II veteran is survived by his wife Sally, 
daughters Barbara Turek and Adriene 
Wright, a brother, sisters and 
several grandchildren. 

Elwood W. Hansel, retired Operator 
of the Victory Drawbridge in Perth 
Amboy, died July 3 in Sayreville. 


Planning, him. 
r Local 
v 
Government 
. Services, 
Woods Legislative 
Analysis and Research and 
Technology. This will help the 
Department emphasize statewide 
transportation and local government 
planning and implement activities 
consistent with the Governor’s 
NJ FIRST program. 

Angela Sperrazza is currently 


Coordinator. 


Tony Davis is now the 
permanently appointed Director of 
Affirmative Action and Civil Rights. 
Teresa Lourenco is Legislative 
Liaison (also Transportation Trust 
Fund renewal lead); Tim McGough is 
Executive Director of Clean Air 
Coordination (MVS); Art Silber is 
Director of Project Management; and 
Eileen Fitzpatrick is NJ FIRST 


Survivors include his son James E.., 
daughters Susan L. Yetman and Barbara 
Loftus and many grandchildren. 

Retired Atlantic City Bridge 
Attendant Thomas J. Dunphy died July 
31 in Rancocas. The US Navy Veteran of 
| World War II is survived by two brothers, 
'| five sisters and many other relatives. 

Retired DOT Supervisor Martin T. 
Short died August 3 in Hamilton. 

The Army veteran of the Korean War is 
survived by his wife Doris, daughter Carol 
Ann, a sister Joan Connors, a brother 
Lawrence, and many grandchildren, 
nieces, nephews and other relatives. 


Undeniably, it’s the people who count 


Two recently retired managers at 
opposite ends of the state have much 
in common. Motor Vehicle Services 
(Deptford) Manager Rocco Ranalli 
and Traffic Operations North 
Manager Jean Servideo agree that the 
most important events in their 62 
combined years of service were the 
personal experiences they’ ve encoun- 
tered with fellow workers. 

“That’s what I’ll miss the most,” Ranalli 
said Ranalli. “I’ve worked for the state for 32 years and it’s been 
a pleasure to come to work where you can rely on the people to 
do their job so my job will be easier and more enjoyable. It’s dif- 
ferent when the people you work with (better known as the 
Rockettes) provide chorus line entertainment at your send off din- 
ner!” 

Servideo shared a similar sentiment when her staff organized 
a surprise farewell dinner at Jersey Jim’s Brewing Company in 
Hillsborough. In the company of her colleagues, family and 
friends, Servideo surveyed the room and recalled personal experi- 
ences with virtually all of the 70 guests, much to everyone’s 
delight. 


Ranalli and Servideo traveled different 
roads to reach their present positions, but 
both worked their way through the ranks. 
Starting in the teletype office at the 
Division of Motor Vehicles, Ranalli was 
named Ombudsman for the newly- 
opened Deptford Regional Service 
Center in 1989 to monitor the customer- 
oriented MVS, then he became Manager 
of that facility. 

Servideo began her 30-year career in 
NJDOT’s Materials Unit, then worked in the Construction Unit 
before she became Manager. Noted for her many accomplish- 
ments, Servideo created the highly-acclaimed Emergency Service 
Patrol (ESP) and incident management diversion routes, and also 
developed communication among exnergency response agencies. 

The two retirees are headed in the same direction, too. 
Ranalli’s temporary destination is his trailer in Port Deposit, MD, 
which borders on the bass-filled Susquehanna River. He will 
split his time between there and his home in New Jersey. 

Servideo and her family are permanently headed to Polk 
County, NC where she’ll be very busy supervising the building of 
their new home. 


Servideo 
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Garruba wins two trophies fel Paes definition 


are worth the high I get when I win. I was treated so well.” 
An athlete for 20 years, Garruba combines his daily work- 
outs at the gym with good nutrition. “Until two years ago my 
_body fat was too high and then I started eating a new 
bo way,” Garruba explained. “I have oatmeal every day 
> and eat constantly, maybe six to seven times. I go to 
: the Trenton Farmer’s Market and buy baskets of 
yams and broccoli. I also drink a gallon of water a. 
day and make omelettes with six egg whites.” 

A 16-year NJDOT employee, Garruba extends 
an invitation to anyone who’s interested in body- 
building to get his advice. “You have to start with 

“T really had doubts about entering a con- small steps. You just can’t go into reps, presses 
test. If it wasn’t for Joe (Dodd) I never would and curls right away. Just start by adjusting your 
have thought about it. He and his wife Magda actually Garruba diet first. Take it slow. You’ll see the difference.” 


NJDOT Construction and Maintenance Technician 
Tom Garruba recently aced two contests for definition. 
It’s not the linguistic kind found in Webster’s Dictionary, 
but the bodybuilding kind found in defined muscle mass. 

At Man’s World Gym where Garruba works out reg- 
ularly, owners Magda and Joe Dodd prodded him to 
enter the Mr. Trenton “Over 40” Annual 
Bodybuilding Championship contest held in June 
at Lawrence High School. After he walked out of 
that contest with a trophy, Garruba had the confi- 
dence to enter the NJ Natural Bodybuilding 
Championships in Wildwood. 


encouraged me all the way. Once I won the Mr. Trenton contest, Of his new-found fame, Garruba is philosophical. 
it gave me the courage to go on to the Wildwood event,” said “Personally, last year was not good,” he said. “When my pet dog 
Garruba. Billy — also my long-time running partner — died, depression 


“The Wildwood contest was wonderful. I came in secondin almost overwhelmed me. Then I injured the rotator cuff of my 
the Masters 35-45 age category, lightweight division. It’s better right shoulder. Now I have a wonderful new dog, my shoulder 
than going to Disneyland. All the workouts I sweat through and healed and I’ve won two trophies for my bodybuilding. It’s a 
the willpower I use to keep my muscle definition and nutrition up much better year.” 


Routes 4 &17 interchange 


alternatives will be enhanced and initiated to help people move toll-free number and provide 24-hour emergency towing service. 
more efficiently through the corridor. Other public information efforts will include advisories to daily 
NJDOT will provide traffic condition updates and key and weekly newspapers and local cable TV, community out- 


phone numbers on the nj.commuter.com. website, establish a reach, and advisories on 530 AM in the area. 


